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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION
YOUTH ENGAGED IN WETLANDS (YEW) WAS
FORTUNATE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE LATEST
RAMSAR CONFERENCE OF THE CONTRACTING
PARTIES (COP) AS AN OBSERVER.

Our representatives were able to attend the plenary sessions as
well as multiple side events. We offer a small report of COP14
from YEW’s perspective which will serve the general public to
become more familiar with COP procedures and hopefully
demystify some of the procedures. We also want to feature
other youth’s perspectives discussing the meaning of the
Ramsar Convention for the work they do in wetlands.
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Youth at COP14 with Dr. Musonda Mumba, Secretary General of the Ramsar Conv.



THE RAMSAR CONVENTION ON WETLANDS WASTHE RAMSAR CONVENTION ON WETLANDS WAS
ADOPTED IN 1971 AND HAS SINCE BEEN RATIFIEDADOPTED IN 1971 AND HAS SINCE BEEN RATIFIED
BY 172 COUNTRIES AS OF NOVEMBER 2022.BY 172 COUNTRIES AS OF NOVEMBER 2022.
This Convention is the first of the modern multilateral environmental agreements on the
conservation and sustainable use of natural resources and it emphasizes all aspects of
conservation and wise use of wetlands. 
The Ramsar Convention has a Secretariat, which is the body that works in the coordination of
the Convention’s activities and it is led by the Secretary-General (SG). Dr. Musonda Mumba
was elected in 2022 as the new SG for the next triennium (three year period).
Every three years, representatives from government and international organizations as well as
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and academics meet at the COP which rotates
around different cities of the world. This is the policy-making organ of the Convention and it is
limited to the countries that have ratified the Ramsar Convention, called Contracting Parties.
The objective of this meeting is to discuss the implementation and further development of the
Convention. More specifically, Contracting Parties present national reports from the previous
three years; review the status of sites on the List of Wetlands of International Importance;
promote collaborative activities; and discuss and adopt high-level policy guidance for the
Parties on any matters that pertain to wetlands in the form of resolutions. Contracting Parties
also receive reports from international organizations and adopt a budget for the Convention
Secretariat for the next three years. 
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OVERVIEWOVERVIEW

The COP takes place over eight days, where the Contracting Parties and observers
(organizations with no voting power) meet in a main plenary room. The main plenary is where
resolutions and policies are discussed, as well as the presentation of wetland awards. When the
plenary is not in session, side events are held during lunch and evening hours. These spaces are
dedicated to specific matters regarding wetland conservation and in some cases may be
discussions supporting a particular resolution. Side events are open to anyone attending the
convention.
In November 2022, COP14 was celebrated simultaneously in Geneva and Wuhan, with a year
delay due to the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. YEW was fortunate to have representatives attend
the COP and in this report, we will present a short summary of what took place in COP14 from
the youth perspective.



COP14 MARKED MORE THAN HALF A CENTURY 
OF THE RAMSAR CONVENTION.
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 Thus, it had a sense of honoring the past,
like tributes to Paul Oedraogo and Lew
Young, while trying to find ways to bring
meaningful impacts of the Convention to
the present and future world. A total of 21
resolutions were adopted, with several of
them recognizing the need to further invest
not only in wetlands protection but also in
the need to connect the local communities.
Rigorous discussions were held, with
contrasting angles, regarding Nature-Based
Solutions, ecosystem services, and how
national interest relates to wetlands
conservation. Nevertheless, a common will
for significant technical guidance for the
conservation and wise use of wetlands, as
well as the sharing and improving best
practices, were seen and demanded to
have a more central stage in future
discussions. Current world topics were also
not pushed aside, with a resolution related
to the war in Ukraine the focus of much
tension in the plenary.

These topics, and many others, were quite demanding of the different delegates and experts, who
saw youth as a motivation and reminder of why they do this job. The Convention overwhelmingly
voted to further include youth in its activities. They recognized not only the potential of youth being
the missing link to connect with local communities, but also their skills and proficiency to bring
meaningful contributions. Thus, COP14 was truly the start of a new and exciting chapter of the
Ramsar Convention. 

COP14 also saw the inauguration of the new Secretary General of the Convention, Dr. Musonda
Mumba, who seems very keen to bring the convention to the present, as seen with her interactions in
social media and the future, showing tremendous support for the inclusion of youth. Finally, a
common feeling of bringing more informal themes to the Convention including those related to the
arts, music, and other exchanges about wetlands, was also quite discussed, which we hope to see at
COP15 in Zimbabwe in 2025. 

WHATWHAT
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YOUTH-RELATED ACTIVITIES AT COP WERE GENUINELY BOTH SUCCESSFUL
AND POPULAR, ACROSS THE BOARD. AGAINST A BACKDROP OF SEVERAL
FAIRLY CONTENTIOUS ISSUES, YOUTH ENGAGEMENT WAS SEEN AS A
WELCOME RELIEF, A PRODUCTIVE STEP FORWARD, AND A PROMISING
AVENUE FOR RESETTING THE CONVENTION. THE KEY ACHIEVEMENTS WERE:

The Youth Resolution passed, with broad and enthusiastic support,
including strong interest in joining the youth working group, and
commitments from parties to implement the resolution.
The Intergenerational Dialogue side event was a success, with Secretary
General opening remarks, and a large audience staying long past the end of
the event to engage in the intergenerational dialogue
The Youth Engaged in Wetlands (YEW) network expanded, delivering a
powerful closing statement, building strong links with the World Wetlands
Networks, NGOs and IGOs, as well as youth delegates from several parties
and the Secretary-General.

Additionally, youth engagement was brought into a diverse array of side events, project
proposals, and ad-hoc discussions. A significant number of delegates expressed a strong
desire to create further opportunities and develop youth-related projects. We encourage
them to follow those desires and find ways to meaningfully include youth from their countries
in future projects. 

YEW team. Left to right: Clarisa Gorrin, Simon Conolly, and Hugo Ferreira



Plenary sessions are the meeting points of the conference. Similar to the
pictures you might have seen of the UN, in these sessions each country’s
delegation sits behind a desk with their respective country's name. Behind the
countries are the NGOs, including us at YEW. All are organized in alphabetical
order. The plenary, in some ways, is the room where it happens. It’s where the
representatives of all the actors involved in Ramsar take part in the decision-
making and publicly express their stances on any item that is brought forth.  The
plenary slowly works its way through a series of items, including resolutions -
the Convention’s word for a decision. The floor is opened to allow discussions to
take place and statements to be made.
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BEFORE THE COP
The day before the COP, a meeting of the Standing Committee is held, which
decides the order of items. The Standing Committee represents the
Contracting Parties when COPs are not in session, and oversees Convention
affairs and the activities of the Secretariat. This time around, discussions
involved a suggestion to put a mix of contentious and less contentious
resolutions earlier in the agenda. This would allow the COP to score some quick
wins as well as allow for enough time to tackle the more difficult issues (e.g. the
resolution on wetlands in disputed territories, the concept of Nature-Based
Solutions, and the resolution on the war in Ukraine). The Youth resolution was
included early on.
DURING THE COP
As resolutions become the subject of multiple amendments by parties, the
various edits grow increasingly complex. When this happens, the chair of the
plenary (Mr. Wu Zhimin, from China, this time) will ask contracting parties to
discuss the resolution outside of plenary. For relatively simple issues, this is
done by parties contacting each other and organising informal meetings to
incorporate text and agree on changes. For more complex meetings, the
Secretariat of the Convention organises contact groups, in dedicated rooms,
with set times to meet. These contact groups are open to all interested parties,
and sometimes meet repeatedly, at times into the early hours of the morning.
The chair of the contact group (usually one of the countries which submitted
the resolution) will report back to the plenary with updates, as a resolution is
slowly reached.



YEW has observer status in the
Ramsar Convention. This allows us to
register team members to attend both
the Standing Committee meetings and
the COPs. As observers we have a
seat on the plenary which is open for
us to talk; however, we do not have a
vote in any decisions. We can also
freely attend side events and
discussions from working groups. 
Our team in attendance at COP14
consisted of Dylan, the First Youth
Focal Point for Australia, and YEW’s
Conservation Policy Lead who was in
charge of presenting the Youth
Resolution to the main plenary and
leading the discussion of the side
event, as well as organizing two “pre-
COP” online public events. 
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Hugo, YEW’s Europe Representative was in charge of networking, creating
connections, organizing the side event, and drafting and reading our youth
statements in the plenary.     Clarisa, YEW’s Conservation Policy Officer, was in
charge of logistics for our team, networking, drafting our statements, attending side
events, and collecting youth stories from COP14. Ting Wang, YEW’s Asia
Representative was in charge of assisting in the organization of “pre-COP” online
public events and presented her column project at the Youthful Wetland Dialogue
on Metaverse at Ramsar COP14, organized by WWF-Hong Kong and The East
Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP).

In the COP we were joined by other youth attending:
Simon Conolly, Maiju Ylönen, and Isabel Wallnöfer, who provided their support in
networking, and drafting statements.

YEW team. Left to right: Dylan Jones, Clarisa Gorrin,
Hugo Ferreira, Simon Conolly, and Maiju Ylönen

https://www.wwf.org.hk/en/
https://www.eaaflyway.net/


For YEW this COP was mainly to present, together with
the governments of Australia and Costa Rica, the
“Youth Resolution” which we will explain in detail further
ahead. We also put effort in scoping out and identifying
opportunities for creating space for youth at Ramsar,
making ourselves known, and solidifying any
connection we believed to be promising. For that
reason, the plenary sessions were the place we used to
regroup and the time we took to develop our strategy.
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Following the agenda, we discussed among ourselves who was involved, what their
stances were, if these had relevance to any of our goals, what information was
revealed in the following comments, who agreed and who did not, and how that
changed our approach to any particular topic, etc. This mostly helped us digest the
items on the agenda to understand the numerous conversations happening on the
floor and the reasonings behind the outcomes. 

  After we identified a goal we would create a strategy for the time we had before the
next session which consisted of: where we would be, who we were meeting, any
particular points we should cover with this person, what is the next side-event of
interest. Often, as the day developed, people would find out about new events,
updates to the schedule, or even interesting new people to talk to. The team had to
respond quickly and dynamically, to make the most of the opportunities that came up.

The Youth Engaged in Wetlands network expanded, building further linkages
across the international wetlands conservation world. This included a partnership
with the World Wetland Network (an NGO collective) which met with YEW every
morning and supported the side event and Pre-COP activities. Strong links were
strengthened and made with youth from NGOs, including IUCN, Wetlands
International, the Mangrove Foundation, and international organisations such as the
East Asian Australasian Flyway Partnership and the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity.
The Secretary General of the Convention also expressed her wish to engage
further with YEW and organised a meeting in January 2023. 

A complete summary of the topics discussed at COP14 can
be found on the IISD Earth Negotiations Bulletin website:
https://enb.iisd.org/convention-wetlands-ramsar-cop14

https://enb.iisd.org/convention-wetlands-ramsar-cop14
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You can read the full version of the resolution, “Strengthening Ramsar
connections through youth” on the Ramsar website

 

https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/xiv.12_
youth_e.pdf

 

https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/xiv.12_youth_e.pdf
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1
YEW workshopped the key items to be included in a
youth resolution, researched other youth engagement
decisions in various Multilateral Environmental
Agreements (MEAs), and developed a draft text. This
included input from young people attending the
previous COP, and the results of research into similar
resolutions under other conventions. 2

We shared the draft text and consulted widely, with
International Organization Partners, Contracting
Parties (CPs), other NGOs, and academics, as well as
youth from across the world, including the Student
Section of the Society of Wetland Scientists and Youth
Ramsar Japan, among others. 

3
As an observer of the Standing Committee meetings, YEW cannot present a
resolution ourselves and we needed the support of a Contracting Party of
the Ramsar Convention. As such, we shared this resolution with as many
Contracting Parties as possible in order for them to present the resolution
for us. 

We finally found two Parties who were interested and supportive of the draft
resolution: the governments of Australia and Costa Rica. We are incredibly
grateful for their support, input, and experience sharing as we progressed
with the resolution. Australia and Costa Rica presented the "Youth
Resolution" at the Standing Committee meeting 59 in Switzerland in May
2022. Our youth representatives at this event were Hugo Ferreira and Dylan
Jones, who attended and worked towards the resolution being passed
forward to the COP14 for adoption.

The youth resolution was a key idea which came out of the
previous COP13 in Dubai, where YEW was formed. Youth-related
resolutions had been passed under various other international
conventions, and the UN general assembly, and there was a
sense of growing support for youth-led work in the worlds of
international environment and climate-change policy. We wanted
to push this forward with a bold, clear new vision for youth
engagement.

https://twitter.com/StudentsofSWS
https://www.facebook.com/youthramsarjapan/
https://twitter.com/djonesbne
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ADOPTION OF THE
YOUTH RESOLUTIONYOUTH RESOLUTION

The Youth Resolution passed, with over 60 countries (including
the entire European and African regions) expressing support for
the resolution. Over 10 countries signed up to the youth working
group, and contracting parties including the UK, Canada, Brazil,
France, Finland, Korea and China expressed a strong desire to
create opportunities for youth in their national Ramsar processes.
Conversations on the draft text were generally very productive
and led to the development of positive working relationships.

YEW's Conservation Policy Lead and first Youth Focal Point for Australia, Dylan Jones taking
the plenary to explain the Youth Resolution.  Source: World Wetland Network
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COP14 was a huge step forward for the inclusion of Youth in the Ramsar
Convention. Thus, we felt the need to give youth a voice, not only to highlight the
path that led to this step but also to mark the beginning of a new Ramsar chapter. A
chapter where we will forge the future of our wetlands together. We wanted to truly
give all youth a voice and with this objective in mind, we used several channels:
social media; partners emailing list; pre-COP14 events; our COP14 side event;
talking with Youth within the event; and others. After gathering the main points, a
small core group constructed a well-linked statement, focusing on giving
representation to all the voices gathered, being objective but also bringing the flame
that characterizes Youth. The statement was then shared by our peers and
partners for feedback and additional input. Afterward, the small group gave it some
practice runs and did some extra polishing.

YEW's team with Dr. Musonda Mumba, Secretary General of the Ramsar ConventionYEW's Team with the World Wetland Network. An important ally in our participation at the
COP14. 
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         Four years ago we felt the need to start Youth Engaged in Wetlands.
Supported by the WWN we gave our first statement in this plenary. As
volunteers driven by a common passion, we co-organized flyway forums
and published a report on the challenges, and aspirations of youth working
on wetlands. We built a network around the world that keeps growing every
day and finally, thanks to the support of the governments of Australia and
Costa Rica, we brought the Youth Resolution to the COP14. 
At COP13 we stated that involving Youth was fundamental to bring back the
unique passion and connection that gave birth to the Ramsar Convention. A
flame that started with Dr. Luc Hoffman and passed on to people all around
the world, including Paul Oedraogo and Lew Young. We want to honor them,
as they ignited that flame in us!  We feel that same flame in the words of the
new Secretary General, Dr. Musonda Mumba, whom we want to congratulate
and offer our collaboration and support. This is the start of a new Ramsar
chapter and we, the youth, want to be part of it. 

Hugo Ferreira delivering the Youth
Statement. Source: Earth Negotiations
Bulletin

We strongly encourage countries to appoint youth focal points and nominate representatives to the youth working
group. 
We look forward to more youth involvement in the next strategic plan, contact groups, and youth programs with STRP
and CEPA. 
We want to hear from other potential partners and further develop initiatives like the youth flyway forums and
encourage you to reach out to youth in your own countries. 
Our youth network strongly supports more work on ecosystem restoration and the role of wetlands in climate change
mitigation and adaptation. 

Creating opportunities for monetary recognition for their work on wetlands, 
Financial support for youth to attend events under the convention (like this one) and specifically targeting youth from
developing countries and minorities.

This environment was difficult at first, but thanks to the help of allies, we faced the challenge and began to make sense of
the protocols. In fact, Dr. Mumba, who came here as a young intern, probably felt the same way we did and she is now the
new Secretary General after a rich and inspiring career. Never underestimate how important mentorship is to young
people. 
We see that many of your delegations and organizations include youth, a necessary step in the intergenerational transfer
of knowledge we seek to make a permanent element of Ramsar.  We are grateful to have a voice here and that the youth
resolution was adopted; however, we want further involvement. We are here to make meaningful contributions. This COP
was already a great step for us, but youth can do more if their work is recognized and properly supported. Following this,
we have some priorities: 

We also encourage you to find ways to financially support youth through: 

The Youth Resolution that you have adopted is also in your hands. When we gather for COP15, we will be halfway through
the UN Decade for Ecosystem Restoration. You understand the urgency to act for climate, to act for conservation, and
channel your efforts as if this planetary crisis was indeed a crisis. Involving youth in those efforts ensures that we work
collectively to bring about creative solutions. We want to be part of the present so that we can help forge the future. A
future where wetlands are not wastelands. 
We want to be here, you need us to be here, support us to be here.

"
"



The side events are important for numerous reasons but the one that stands out the most is
that it is the main space that civil society has to participate in international wetland
conservation negotiations. It also presents itself as a space with unprecedented chances for
capacity building, as civil society gets to hear feedback from experts in the form of
discussions and Q&As that lead to brainstorming sessions, diverse criticism, and the spread of
ideas to people around the globe who happen to be under the same roof for a few days of the
year. Side events offer a limited opportunity for participants to engage with projects they
would not have known about otherwise, projects get to hear from world experts that would
be difficult to convene in another space otherwise, nevermind the cost, and civil society from
around the world gets the chance to network and interact with other groups with similar
profiles that have vastly different geographical backgrounds, perspectives, budgets,
organizational structures, ages, struggles, grievances, hopes, but most importantly,
experiences and ideas. After all, the existence of side events makes it possible for people like
us to find each other, and meet people we could one day become.

The side events are the place where the essence of the convention shines through. They are
small events (in comparison to the plenary) that occur in the hours between the plenary
meetings (13:15, 18:30, and 19:45) where different topics are presented and explored through
an often interactive lens. These are often characterized for presenting creative topics and are
mostly devoid of the jargon that plagues the plenary sessions. The side events often feel like a
break from politics and an immersion into the scientific side of the Wetland Convention. In the
side events, you get to observe conservation projects in action, from brainstorming sessions
to assessing project results. They’re also where you see the most diversity, from organizers
and sponsors to the panelists, perspectives, and projects. The side events ground the Ramsar
Convention to its roots and add a layer of reality, community, and hope that we often heard
was lacking in the rest of the conference.
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From left to right: 
Hugo Ferreira (YEW's Europe  
 Representative), 
Clarisa Gorrin (YEW's   
 Conservation Policy officer,
Jacklyn Rivera-Wong (Costa
Rica Government Focal Point),
Dylan Jones (YEW's
Conservation Policy Lead and
Australia  Youth Focal Point,
Simon Conolly (YEW team)
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The Future of Wetlands Side event was a success. This was an intergenerational
dialogue with a panel of seven speakers from academia, NGOs, IGOs, and
government who discussed a range of issues relating to the future of wetland
conservation, careers, future COPs, and more. Panelists spoke about their
personal experiences, shared ideas on future projects, and engaged directly with
audience members. One of the most well-attended side events, most of the 50+
attendees stayed for half an hour after the scheduled end-time, continuing the
“useful” and “refreshing” discussions. Several delegates remarked afterward that
the content inspired them. We will go further in depth about this event later in this
document.
The Panoramic view of Geneva and Swiss Ramsar sites was an excellent
representation of how audiovisual materials can raise awareness within the broad
public, especially young people from an educational and solutions perspective.
Several award-winning short films on the Geneva Ramsar site, as well as a teaser
on the diversity of the 11 Ramsar sites in Switzerland, were shown, complemented
with interventions from the Teenergy team and people featured in the video
(youth and experts). A tribute to Paul Ouédraogo was also displayed. We think this
initiative should be replicated by the next hosting countries of the Ramsar COP,
bringing the wetlands and communities of the hosting country to the stage. 
The side event, Enhancing the Global Wetland Outlook and supporting the work of
the STRP, focused on how we could maintain and enhance the profile and visibility
of the Global Wetland Outlook and the STRP (The Scientific and Technical Review
Panel). The issues of what are the best communication practices of science and
current gaps were discussed. There seemed to exist consensus between the
participants on the importance of the Global Wetlands Outlook, but also the need
to have the support of communication experts in its construction. The need to give
concrete examples, maybe focusing on the COP hosting country region, was
deemed as fundamental to bring practical relevance to the outlook as well as
including success stories. We need to find a better balance between the urgency
of the crisis we are facing and bringing a sense of hope, which could motivate
people to act.  

https://contacts.ramsar.org/participant/sideevent/details/51364
https://www.global-wetland-outlook.ramsar.org/
https://www.ramsar.org/about/the-scientific-and-technical-review-panel


Coming into the COP, one thing we knew we wanted to do was hold a side
event. We were lucky to have friends in several partner organisations with
experience putting on side events, and who were putting on their own events at
COP. In particular, the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust in the UK, and the East
Asian Australasian Flyway Partnership were key partners in the development of
the side event, along with WWF Hong Kong, the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity,
Wetlands International, and the World Wetlands Network. These partners and
their networks guided us through the process, which was an invaluable help.
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Dr. Musonda Mumba, the Secretary General of the Convention,
Professor Lei Guangchun, the Chair of the Convention’s Scientific and Technical Review
Panel
Doug Watkins, Chief Executive of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership

Hugo Ferreira – European Regional Representative, Youth Engaged in Wetlands
Isabel Wallnoefer, Policy Officer, IUCN Water
Kyle Zuleta - Technical Officer, Programme Development and Implementation, ASEAN
Centre for Biodiversity
Ms. Li Hongyu - Senior Project Officer, Mangrove Foundation

Chris Rostrom - Manager, International Engagement, Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust
Yus Rusila Noor – Regional Director, Indonesia Office, Wetlands International
Kim Diana Connolly - Professor, University of Buffalo Law Schook

After meeting with our partners, to work out the appetite for a side event, we consulted within
YEW, and with our network. We held a couple of workshops to brainstorm ideas for the kind of
event, the themes we should focus on, and who should be involved. We then organised this
into a proposal, which we brought back to the broader group. We then finalised the forms,
identified speakers, and filled out our application. We also managed to secure some funding for
food and drink on the day.
The Event: The Future of Wetlands - An Intergenerational Dialogue
The event was a discussion between youth who are working on wetlands, and a number of
experienced wetland professionals. We had opening remarks from:

We had a range of speakers for the dialogue.
Young professionals:

Experienced professionals:



Following the opening remarks, we asked each of the panelists a number of
questions, relating to their careers in wetland conservation, their passions and
motivation, their challenges, and their future plans. We then invited the panelists
to ask each other a range of questions. Finally, we opened the floor up to the
audience. This led to a long, and wide-ranging discussion, covering future CoPs,
how to get more youth into the international space, the best way to
communicate conservation messages and more. When the discussions finally
came to a close, 40 minutes after the scheduled finish time, there were still over
50 attendees, who had stayed around. We considered the event a success and
heard a lot of good feedback from attendees.
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Future of Wetlands Side Event with the opening remarks of Dr. Musonda Mumba, Secretary General of
the Ramsar Convention



Ting Wang, our Asia Representative from YEW, also presented her column project at the Youthful
Wetland Dialogue on Metaverse at Ramsar COP14. This is a virtual event co-organized by WWF-
Hong Kong and The East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP) that aims to showcase
youth innovative ideas and insights related to conservation of wetlands and waterbirds. Ting‘s
project is about documenting the environmental actions of ordinary people in contemporary China.
Inspired by the hard work of wetland conservationists and emerging stakeholders in China’s
wetland governance during her PhD fieldwork, Ting has initiated the column called "A New Normal
for Nature " since 2020 with a long-term collaboration with Chinese leading media The Paper. The
column focuses on the survival challenges, personal actions, and desires of conservation
practitioners and common people under ecological anxiety. Each article in the column looks at a
particular action related to environment conservation and attempts to deconstruct abstract nature
through personal narratives. Together, they shape the “nature scenarios” of contemporary China,
reflecting diverse views on the relationship between human and nature.

The project was exhibited in the CEPA
& Innovative section of the Youthful
Wetland Dialogue along with other
youth projects from around the world,
including An adaptive solution for bird
conservation in paddy fields in China;
Bringing Migratory Birds and Wetlands
Conservation to Greater Heights at
Philippines; and a conservation
campaign of Black-faced Spoonbills
by SPOON society across Japan and
Korea. The online exhibition and
exchanges at the side event via the
Gather Town platform worked very
well which includes introductory
videos, posters and message wall.

 Each project received instructive feedback from participants. For example, one comment on
Ting’s project was to think about how to replicate the collective writing in her column to other
places of the world. The personal story behind the conservationists is attractive to the audiences
and shows the potential of an interdisciplinary approach to wetland conservation in the future.
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To find out more on this virtual side event, you are welcome to visit the
Metaverse in Gather Town at any time. Link of “Youthful Wetland Dialogue”
Gather Town:
https://app.gather.town/app/vVKR8htZ4W22dmWA/Wetland%20Dialogue

https://www.wwf.org.hk/en/
https://www.eaaflyway.net/
https://app.gather.town/app/vVKR8htZ4W22dmWA/Wetland%20Dialogue


HOW TO
TO ORGANIZE A

SIDE EVENT?SIDE EVENT?

Title of the side event
Description

Please give a detailed description of your proposed side event, including
envisaged outcomes, relevance to COP discussions, side event moderator(s)
and potential speakers (limited to 500 words maximum).

Structure, speakers and moderation
Leading institution/ organization
Partner institutions/ organizations
Address
Contact persons
Telephone
Email
Preferred dates and time slots
Language
Room size
What equipment will you require?
Will you require catering services?

To organize a side event, you firstly need to come up with a topic of discussion, relevant
to the COP’s key themes and agenda. Once you have this, it is recommended that you
pitch your idea to other institutions/ organizations so that they will support you in
applying for the side event, and therefore strengthen your application.
An application form needs to be completed with specific information about the side
event as requested by the Secretariat.The application form includes the following
information:

The completed application form then has to be submitted online to the Ramsar website,
with the deadline usually closing about two months before the COP.
Once the Ramsar Secretariat approves your application to host a side event, you then
have to formalize the arrangements for the event. This should include an agenda
outlining the order of events and structure of speakers; communication materials for
promoting the event via email and social media; formal invitations to specific attendees;
the logistical arrangements of the event such as travel arrangements for the speakers
and equipment or catering for the event; as well as a powerpoint presentation for the
event. We also highly recommend that you live stream your side event so that you can
optimize the size of your audience and the engagement of the event, beyond the
physical attendees of the Ramsar COP. This is particularly important for engaging a
youth audience from around the world. Make sure that you make a registration link for
your event livestream and promote this widely beforehand.
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We want to stablish a renewed Core Team that will prioritize our actions for
the upcoming years according to our Strategic Plan
We want to grow our network with other related groups.
We want to provide for educational spaces where youth from around the
world feels welcome, and the topics are relevant to their needs

An official working group has been created, with representatives from a
range of countries

We will engage with and guide the working group
We will support workshops consulting youth globally
We will also support the development of a program of work to be
handed to the next Standing Committee meeting

We will work with the Secretariat to host webinars, support projects, and
consult with the Convention’s junior professional staff on the youth
engagement of the convention
We will build on relationships with Contracting Parties which we began at
the COP, to help them set up youth focal points, host events, and build
youth engagement into their national Ramsar projects

 Now that the resolution has passed, there are a few next steps:

We want to  maintain an ongoing presence at official Ramsar events like
COPs, Standing Committee Meetings, World Wetlands Day, etc...
We want to encourage youth engagement in wetland policies at national
levels between now and the next COP.



It’s very possible to build a supportive coalition if you have a
positive, constructive message.
Where youth gathered ideas flowed, connections were established,
and friendships were formed. 
Youth want to be more involved than just superficial
representation. 
There is a feeling of community among youth representatives that
mimicked Contracting Parties, which points to a world of
connection yet to be properly explored by Ramsar.
Several of the participants highlight the positive energy of bringing
the Youth voice to the plenary and working groups, and would like
to see more young people involved.
There is a common need to bring more passion and actual wetland
discussion to the convention. We believe that a solution is to allow
for more side events that bring youth to interact as well as blending
art, technology and community building into those spaces.
People are keen to help out youth to develop a presence in wetland
work, however finding those connections is tricky, this shows an
immense source of unexplored potential for the Convention. 
There is a big disconnection between what COP delegations think
about youth funding and the actual support youth receives. Most of
them thought our YEW delegation was paid to attend, they were
shocked to find out that we were using our own resources and that
most of us are students and/or have another job. This highlights
our need to stress our struggles and reach out for concrete
support. 
Contracting parties seem to want youth to be involved, but aren’t
sure how exactly to involve youth in a constructive way. This
underscores the need to build bridges between youth and countries
delegations.
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These are some perspectives from

youth who participated in the COP14 
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Source: Earth Negotiations Bulletin
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Hi! I’m L. Simon Cumberland Connolly! I’m a high school student in Buffalo, New York in the US and a
member of Youth Engaged in Wetlands. In particular, I work with the Niagara River Corridor, the 40th
Ramsar site! I’ve worked alongside the SUNY University at Buffalo environmental law team to help better
educate the people in our surrounding areas about the Niagara River Corridor through CEPA activities
and speaking opportunities. This summer I’ll be attending university and majoring in environmental
engineering and physics!

At the 14th Ramsar COP, I was an observer through Youth Engaged in Wetlands. I was alerted of the
organization through my mother, who has been in the environmental and wetland scene for many
decades. While at the conference my role was to network and talk to members of the various
Contracting Parties as well as be a figurehead for youth in the environmental scene. As the youngest
person at the conference, it did feel a bit overwhelming at times. Still, everyone I spoke to was kind and
welcoming, not to mention incredibly passionate about their expertise. Before the COP I didn’t know too
much about how Ramsar functioned, especially diplomatically. Through the many discussions I had with
contracting parties and veteran observers as well as the chance to watch and be a part of the plenaries
throughout the week, I grew to understand and appreciate the conference and Ramsar much more than
before the event. 

The COP is a chance for a group of people all passionate about one sector of the environment to come
together and create meaningful and lasting change for our planet, and seeing it up close and personal
was exceptional in ways I can’t put into words. The COP wasn’t perfect, however. I didn’t have too many
gripes with it overall, but there were a few things that stuck out to me that could be improved. One of my
annoyances is that despite YEW being so new relative to the COP's long-standing history, we didn’t have
as large of a voice as I would have liked. We knew going into COP14 that our primary objective was to
network out to powerful people in the wetland expertise, and while I would say we accomplished that
incredibly well, we could have pushed even harder on the members of the contracting parties to include
our voice more. With the new youth-centered resolution proposed and brought into motion at this past
COP, I am optimistic for the future that youth have within this scene, but without constant pressure
applied to Ramsar and the governments of the contracting parties, there is no easy or clear way to
ensure that youth will have more power at the next COP. Whether that be more side events or youth
sponsorships to attend the COP, more leverage with the contracting parties, the next COP must involve
more youth and allow them to fully speak their minds about the planet that they will live in in the decades
ahead.



I participated in COP14 as a member of the Tour du Valat research institute of the Mediterranean wetlands. My
main focus was on organizing side events together with the Finnish and French delegations and also helping at
the GEOWetlands booth, where Tour du Valat was a partner. The French delegation together with Tour du Valat
arranged a side event about wetland restoration together with the Finnish delegation, so it was natural to
include me as a Finnish person in the organization group. It was all a very good coincidence. 

Of course, as a young researcher, I didn't know too well how big seminars like these work. I was a bit scared
that I seem stupid if I fail something in the side-events or don't know the protocol in general, but in the end, it
was a very pleasant experience and none of my fears came true. I met many interesting people and got to
follow important discussions about the future of wetlands. And I got involved in Youth Engaged in Wetlands!
Together with them, I got more opportunities to talk to people and to take part in the discussion with
organisations and people with similar interests. Youth engaged in wetland brings together young people that
might be scattered around in different organizations and I think that's fruitful.

It was my first COP, but I hope to be somehow part of the upcoming ones as well. I really enjoyed the side
events, where the occasions are open and bring people together to talk about more specific themes and to
network around smaller groups. My point of view is as a visitor, not as a member of the national organisation. As
an event, I think COP14 was really well organized, not a bad word to say. I always had an opportunity to follow
the big hall discussion and in the evenings to participate in the side events I wanted. Every organisation had an
opportunity to host a side event, which gave the opportunity to also have smaller organisations talk about what
they are doing for wetlands or present their research to other participants. The booth section was practically
just after you enter the conference hall in a corner, so there were not too many people coming by. They could
be better included in the places where people walk during the day to really create discussion and opportunities
to meet people. 

I think the YEW youth resolution has already started well at COP14 as integrating the youth better into the
Ramsar conservation program and discussion. We must work resolutely and together to achieve our goal of
better integration of young people into the Ramsar community and decision-making. With the help of our
partners, we can organise meetings and projects that support young people to get involved in wetland
conservation. I see that we young people have a responsibility to make ourselves heard and to bring each other
together so that we are seen as a voice to be reckoned with among others. It is important to integrate us into
activities that are about the wetlands of our future. For the future, we have already started working with the
working group for better coordination and communication from the youth side. The next steps are that actively
promote and support the youth focal points creation with supporting organizations, to get people more aware of
it and the importance of youth engagement.
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